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CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF PERTH — MOST REVEREND TIMOTHY COSTELLOE 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.55 pm]: Last night was the solemn liturgical installation of the Most 

Reverend Timothy Costelloe as the new Catholic Archbishop of Perth. I wish His Grace well in his new role.  

I acknowledge the tremendous leadership and contribution that his predecessor, the Most Reverend Barry 

Hickey, has made to the archdiocese over more than two decades. Obvious and important legacies are the 

exciting extensions to St Mary’s Cathedral, and the re-establishment of St Charles’ Seminary in Guildford and 

setting up the Redemptoris Mater seminary in Morley to enable a supply of priests to parishes in the future.  

Less well known are two initiatives close to the Archbishop’s heart. The first of those is the Daydawn Advocacy 

Centre. This agency ably assists Aboriginal people and advocates on their behalf on housing and other matters. 

At a time of acute shortages of affordable housing, the work of Daydawn is especially valuable and needed by a 

group that cannot readily access rental accommodation because of poverty, bureaucratic barriers or, sadly, 

racism. The other initiative is the Shopfront in Maylands, which is staffed mainly by volunteers, offers practical 

assistance and some immediate help to those marginalised through homelessness, unemployment, violence, 

depression or addictions. Last year alone it had over 19 000 contacts. Archbishop Hickey has been quoted as 

saying that whilst proud of the broad range of social work in which the church is now involved, he regretted that 

he had not been more vocal about social issues such as the plight of the homeless, Aboriginals, the 

disadvantaged and refugees. I think this regret is misplaced. Daydawn and the Shopfront demonstrate that 

actions speak louder than words.  

Archbishop Hickey will be fondly remembered for his understanding, compassion and quiet generosity. 

 


